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for their leadership, their dedication, and their 
compassion for others. Sam and Arlene Dan-
iels are real difference makers for people in 
Menifee County and an inspiration to us all. 

f 

AMERICA’S STRENGTH LIES IN 
THE RISE OF PROFILES OF 
COURAGE WHEN THEY ARE 
MOST NEEDED 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 7, 2021 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I am 
a proud progressive Texas Democrat in the 
tradition of the late Governor Ann Richards 
and my predecessors Barbara Jordan and 
Mickey Leland so it may hurt more than help 
them to say that Congresswoman LIZ CHENEY 
of Wyoming, the third-ranking Republican in 
the House, Senator MITT ROMNEY, the 2012 
Republican standard-bearer, and President 
George W. Bush, the last Republican presi-
dent to amass a popular vote majority, exceed 
50 percent in approval ratings, and win reelec-
tion all have my undying respect for the man-
ner in which they have stood steadfast in de-
fense of the Constitution, the country, and 
their principles in the face of brutal, withering, 
and unwarranted attack by their party’s leader-
ship and rank and file. 

All of them have repeatedly rejected and de-
nounced publicly, unequivocally, and fiercely 
the Republican ‘‘Big Lie’’ that the 2020 presi-
dential election was stolen and rife with fraud. 
They are modern-day profiles in courage. 

They all embody John F. Kennedy’s dictum 
that ‘‘sometimes party loyalty demands too 
much.’’ 

Like many Members of Congress, in the 
course of my service I have found often that 
vigorous debate and acceptance of different 
views, if allowed to be heard, can result in so-
cially transformative and life-affirming legisla-
tion, such as the 1964 Civil Rights Act, the 
1965 Voting Rights Act, and the 1994 Vio-
lence Against Women Act. 

Some might think it surprising for a member 
of an opposing party to go against the conven-
tion of non-interference when one’s adversary 
is in the process of inflicting harm upon itself. 

I have chosen to ignore this convention be-
cause I am a firm believer in the promise of 
a more perfect union. 

And I believe in America and its future. 
Our children listen to and absorb what we 

say and do. 
We cannot let them see the brutalization of 

voices that are telling the truth about January 
6 and the attack on the Citadel of Democracy 
without defending those voices. 

I believe these persons are patriots and I 
join them in my affection for the written values 
of this nation evidenced in our Constitution. 

I am a constitutional patriot who believes 
Bush, ROMNEY, CHENEY have put America 
first. 

Congresswoman CHENEY, the House Re-
publican Conference Chair, has drawn fire for 
being unrelenting in her defense of constitu-
tional government and for not backing down 
one iota from her claim that the domestic in-
surrection led by terrorists who stormed the 
U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021, for the 
avowed purpose of disrupting Congress from 

performing its constitutionally mandated duty 
to tally the votes cast by presidential electors 
and announce the results to the nation and 
the world was the intentional result of Donald 
Trump’s handiwork: 

The President of the United States sum-
moned this mob, assembled the mob, and lit 
the flame of this attack. Everything that fol-
lowed was his doing. None of this would have 
happened without the President. The Presi-
dent could have immediately and forcefully 
intervened to stop the violence. He did not. 
There has never been a greater betrayal by a 
President of the United States of his office 
and his oath to the Constitution. 

We cannot ignore the fact that these do-
mestic terrorists were intending to kill officers 
of the Congress, the Vice-President, other 
Members, and law enforcement officers if 
need be. 

Sen. ROMNEY of Utah, a state carried by 
Trump by more than 20 percentage points and 
the 2012 Republican presidential nominee, is 
the only Republican senator who voted to con-
vict and remove Trump from office for high 
crimes and misdemeanors. Twice. 

Former President George W. Bush was one 
of the first Republicans to congratulate Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden and Vice-President-elect 
KAMALA HARRIS on their election victory and 
has stated that the GOP is embarking on a 
‘‘suicide path’’ with its adherence to the Big 
Lie and flirtation with the idea of forming a 
congressional ‘‘Anglo-Saxon Caucus.’’ 

More Republican leaders are needed to join 
this ‘‘Chorus of the Courageous,’’ to put coun-
try over party, and to do their part to preserve 
and keep real the American boast that this is 
a land of government of, by, and for the peo-
ple. 

At several moments in our Nation’s past, 
men and women of principle, courage, and 
unyielding commitment to the Nation’s found-
ing ideals have stood forward at moments of 
maximum peril and danger in defense of the 
country’s enduring values and principles. 

Men like Congressman L. Brooks Hayes of 
Arkansas, who alienated powerful governor 
Orval E. Faubus during the 1957 integration 
crisis when he refused to support Faubus’ ef-
fort to keep the Little Rock public schools ra-
cially segregated. 

Or like U.S. Sen. Barry Goldwater, R–Ariz., 
U.S. House Minority Leader John Rhodes, R– 
Ariz., and U.S. Senate Minority Leader Hugh 
Scott, R–Pa., who went to the White House to 
tell Richard Nixon, the winner of one of the 
greatest landslide victories in history, that he 
must resign, or he would be impeached by the 
House of Representatives and convicted by 
the Senate. 

Or women like U.S. Sen. Margaret Chase 
Smith of Maine, the first woman to serve both 
the House and the Senate and the first Re-
publican senator to denounce the demagogue 
Sen. Joe McCarthy during the height of the 
Red Scare. In her famous ‘‘Declaration of 
Conscience’’ speech to the Senate, she said: 

‘‘Those of us who shout the loudest about 
Americanism in making character assassina-
tions are all too frequently those who, by our 
own words and acts, ignore some of the basic 
principles of Americanism.’’ [. . .] 

‘‘It is high time we stopped thinking politi-
cally as Republicans and Democrats about 
elections and started thinking patriotically as 
Americans about national security based on 
individual freedom.’’ 

In perpetuating Trump’s Big Lie, Republican 
leaders are cravenly choosing narrow partisan 
interests over the national interest. 

They are rejecting the wisdom of the found-
ing father of conservatism, the English states-
man Sir Edmund Burke, who said: 

[The national state] is to be looked on with 
other reverence; because it is not a partner-
ship in things subservient only to the gross 
animal existence of a temporary and perish-
able nature. It is a partnership in all science; 
a partnership in all art; a partnership in 
every virtue, and in all perfection. As the 
ends of such a partnership cannot be ob-
tained in many generations, it becomes a 
partnership not only between those who are 
living, but between those who are living, 
those who are dead, and those who are to be 
born. 

Burke understood, as did conservative 
statesmen, political leaders, and scholars that 
an elected official’s duty was not simply to be 
an ‘‘instructed delegate,’’ parroting and fol-
lowing their constituents’ temporary and incho-
ate passions, but also to be an ‘‘enlightened 
trustee’’ bringing experience and judgment to 
elevate and inform the public discourse and 
understanding. 

What is needed today is a semblance of the 
will and courage of Abraham Lincoln, the 
greatest Republican of all. In his famous 1860 
Cooper Union Address, Lincoln exhorted and 
inspired adherents to hold true to their beliefs 
in equality and that slavery was a moral evil: 

What will convince that we do not threat-
en their property? This and this only: cease 
to call slavery wrong and join them in call-
ing it right. All they ask, we can grant, if we 
think slavery right. All we ask, they can 
grant if they think it wrong. Right and 
wrong is the precise fact upon which depends 
the whole controversy. Thinking it wrong, as 
we do, can we yield? 

Let us not grope for some middle ground 
between right and wrong. Let us not search 
in vain for a policy of don’t care on a ques-
tion about which we do care. Nor let us be 
frightened by threats of destruction to the 
government. 

Let us have faith that right makes might, 
and in that faith, let us, to the end, dare to 
do our duty[.] 

This is the moral and political courage that 
is so conspicuous by its absence in Repub-
licans leaders today. America’s strength lies in 
the ability of everyone—Democrats, Repub-
licans, and independents—to speak truth loud-
ly and proudly in the face of adversity, and to 
power. 

f 

HONORING ERIC MCCLURE 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 7, 2021 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
honor of Eric Wayne McClure of Abingdon, 
Virginia, who died on May 2, 2021 at the age 
of 42. Mr. McClure was a longtime NASCAR 
driver and owner. 

Mr. McClure was born on December 11, 
1978 and was a native of Chilhowie, Virginia. 
Racing was part of his family: his uncle Larry 
was an owner of the Morgan-McClure Motor-
sports team. Eric McClure graduated from 
Emory & Henry College. He began his racing 
career in 2003; throughout its duration, he 
made 288 starts in the Xfinity Series and three 
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starts in the NASCAR Cup Series. His best 
finish came in 2013 at Daytona, when he 
placed eighth in the Xfinity Series season 
opener. Health challenges ended his driving 
career in 2016. He also formed Martin- 
McClure Racing in 2015 as an owner with 
former driver Hal Martin. The team won two 
races in the K&N Pro Series with drivers Chad 
Finchum and Austin Cindric. 

Mr. McClure is survived by his parents Jerry 
and Sue McClure; his sister Emily Brandt and 
her husband Robert; mother of his children Mi-
randa McClure; and his seven daughters 
Mabreigh, Maryleigh, Mirabella, Merritt, 
Myanna, Meraline, and Melania. He is also 
survived by his special friend Keira Tibbs and 
her two daughters. I offer my condolences on 
their loss. 
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HONORING ANNIE ORSINI AS 
IOWAN OF THE WEEK 

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 7, 2021 

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in honoring Annie Orsini, Assistant Principal at 
Westridge Elementary School and Jordan 
Creek Elementary School in West Des 
Moines, as Iowan of the Week. 

Assistant Principals across Iowa’s Third 
Congressional District and our entire country 
play a critically important role in the overall 
success of the schools where they serve— 
working tirelessly to foster strong relationships 
between the school and the community, estab-
lish a positive and inclusive learning environ-
ment for students, make sure parents are in-
formed and involved, effectively lead both in-
structional and support staff, monitor the day- 
to-day logistical operations of their educational 
facilities, and more. An Assistant Principal’s 
plate is always full, always being added to, 
and often includes a plethora of ’other duties 
as assigned’ tasks to complete. Our schools, 
students, and communities all benefit from 
their dedication to making a positive impact on 
early education. 

In Annie’s case, her efforts are doubled as 
she serves as Assistant Principal for two ele-
mentary schools. With roughly 1,500 students 
and families and approximately 125 instruc-
tional and support staff under her care, she 
has a big job to tackle every single week. 
Whether it’s mentoring teachers, analyzing 
data to create impactful plans, addressing 
logistical and operational issues such as trans-
portation and scheduling, working on extra- 
and co-curricular programs, or nurturing posi-
tive peer relationships between students, her 
days are filled with meeting the needs of oth-
ers. She sets the vision, inspires others, maxi-
mizes available resources, and constantly in-
novates in order to create an optimal learning 
environment for students and staff. 

Annie is an educator who truly believes not 
only in the power of teaching and empowering 
kids to learn, but also in the very real impact 
effective teaching has on the system as a 
whole. Her efforts extend beyond improving 
more traditional classroom instruction of sub-
jects like math, English, and history to include 

social emotional learning and addressing men-
tal health. She’s working with staff on efforts 
that help kids get organized, show empathy, 
make decisions, see other people’s perspec-
tive, and more. In being more intentional about 
nurturing both the head and the heart, Annie 
is creating environments in which students can 
feel safe, special, and develop their unique 
gifts before striking out into the world. 

Throughout the last year, the COVID–19 
pandemic has placed incredible burdens on 
many areas of our society, and few places 
have been as directly challenged as our 
schools. Originally planned for implementation 
over three years, Annie and her team had to 
roll out a scaled-up online learning program in 
only six months. They had to figure out how 
to get kids to school safely and keep them 
safe while they were in the classroom, and 
neither challenge came with a playbook. Time 
and again, Assistant Principals like Annie have 
been called upon to work even harder than 
usual to best support students, educators, 
support staff, families, and their communities 
as everyone navigates the global health crisis. 

For that reason amongst others, I am proud 
to support a House Resolution calling for April 
5th–9th to be recognized as National Assistant 
Principals Week. These folks deserve our 
thanks and this opportunity for all Americans 
to reflect on their meaningful contributions to 
our communities. 

For nearly two decades, Annie Orsini has 
dedicated herself to furthering the growth and 
achievement of young students, teachers, and 
local schools. Her passion is clear and inspir-
ing. Each day she makes a difference, and 
our future is brighter because of her efforts. I 
am proud to recognize her as our Iowan of the 
Week. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF DEPUTY 
CHIEF JIMMY HUGHES ON RE-
CEIVING THE 2020 ROBERT JACK-
SON MEMORIAL AWARD 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 7, 2021 

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Deputy Chief Jimmy Hughes on re-
ceiving the 2020 Robert Jackson Eury Memo-
rial Award. 

Deputy Chief Hughes started his career with 
the Concord Police Department in 1998 as a 
patrol officer. He rose through the ranks be-
fore being promoted to Deputy Chief in 2019 
by CPD Chief Gary Gacek, and previously 
served with CPD in the Special Investigations 
Unit, Criminal Investigations, and the Office of 
Management & Planning. He was an original 
member of the SWAT team, where he also 
served as SWAT commander. Jimmy is a 
graduate of the Police Executive Research 
Forum—Senior Management Institute for Po-
lice—Session 67 and a 1998 graduate of 
Pfeiffer University with a BS in Business Man-
agement/Finance. 

Throughout his career, Deputy Chief 
Hughes has worked to establish relationships 
and partnerships with the community, fellow 
law enforcement officers, and criminal justice 

professionals. Jimmy is hard working, driven, 
and has said that he attributes his success 
and longevity to the Golden Rule, treating 
people the way he wants to be treated. Dep-
uty Chief Hughes is married and has five chil-
dren. In his spare time, Jimmy enjoys restor-
ing classic vehicles. 

The Robert Jackson Eury Memorial Award 
is presented in memory of Robert Jackson 
Eury, a man who lost his life in the line of duty 
while serving as a Cabarrus County law en-
forcement officer. This award keeps Mr. Eury’s 
legacy alive through officers who share his 
same admirable and commendable spirit in 
Cabarrus County. Deputy Chief Jimmy 
Hughes fits the mold of esteemed law enforce-
ment officers in our community set by Robert 
Eury. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
congratulating Deputy Chief Jimmy Hughes for 
receiving the 2020 Robert Jackson Eury Me-
morial Award. We all wish him well as he con-
tinues to make a positive impact in our com-
munity. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF HONORING 
THE MILITARY SPOUSES OF 
CAMBRIA AND SOMERSET COUN-
TIES 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 7, 2021 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the military 
spouses of Cambria and Somerset Counties 
and to commemorate the 12th Annual Military 
Spouse Appreciation Day Ceremony in Johns-
town, Pennsylvania. 

In 1984, President Ronald Reagan estab-
lished that the Friday before Mother’s Day 
would be Military Spouses Appreciation Day, 
which honors the service and sacrifice of mili-
tary spouses. 

Like their partners in uniform, military 
spouses also answer the call to serve our na-
tion. Their unwavering commitment to our 
servicemembers and families is a key part of 
America’s story and success. 

As the husband of a Naval officer, I under-
stand firsthand the challenges that many mili-
tary spouses face, and I am incredibly grateful 
for their role in supporting our Armed Forces 
and the defense of our Nation. 

Today’s ceremony, made possible by the 
Johnstown Veteran Community Initiatives, 
Wessel & Company, and the American Red 
Cross, is a well-deserved opportunity to recog-
nize these outstanding Pennsylvanians who 
have sacrificed so much. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th Congres-
sional District, it is my privilege to honor the 
military spouses of Cambria and Somerset 
Counties and to thank them for their service 
and sacrifice for our Nation. On Military 
Spouse Appreciation Day and every day of the 
year, I ask that Pennsylvanians join me in 
praying for the wellbeing and perseverance of 
our local military families—as well as for the 
peace and safety of our Nation. 
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